
VOL. I.

,. '..""j- jiT ' '
J - u CjV-- t' ... I,. i . ....

Devoted to The H ts of The Farmers' Alliance and Industrial Union and other Kindred Organizations.

THE REFORM PRESS

IT IS Til 10 LAST AND ONLY IIOPK
I'D 16 Till) VDOVIA).

Wo MuHt BuiMrt It, and Loyally Too,
or We Shall toKtiHnlc(l in a Itrlef
Time It May C'omt Un Urcut lOfTort,
Hut thoi:fioitMut hcMutlr-Knl;ht- M

of Industry. '

Written for Tlio CIiIchko KxprcM.
Tho hope of tho country is tho reform

press. Wo must Instill thin truth in tin?

minds of the pttoplo. It dally becomes
more and more apjtftront. Tho people
must bo educated and our only means to
that end is tho, reform press. No mutter
how many noble speeches nro mud,, or
articles written, If the manses do not hear
or read they can have no iutlueneo upon
tho public mind. It daily grown clearer
to all who observe, tho minions of greed
and clans legislation havo tho absolute
control of tho old party, secular, and,
nearly all, tho religious press. Tho usur-

ers and extortioners who eat their bread
iu tho sweat of other men's faces, tho de-

voured of widow's houses, who lay bur-

dens on other men's shoulders gre.vious to
bo borne, hold strict survellanco over tho

old party and nearly all of tho church
press. I havo been Blnco my majority a
member of tho Methodist Episcopal

church; my father and mother died in

tho faith. Havo now two brothers in the
ministry and firmly believe in the princi-

ples of Christianity! But Iu shame and

sorrow am compelled to admit that in the

great Impending conllict between Incor-

porate wealth and greed, with a very few

exceptions, tho church press is either
or In actual sympathy with, and ad-

vocates tho cruel measures used to grind

tho Bplrlt, nobler life and Independent

livings out of the people.

lathe Methodist Episcopal church I do

not know of ono paper that comes out

boldly and champions the cause of tho

people against the bankers, tho bondhold-

ers, the usurers, the extortioners. If one,

I will gladly accept the Information and

subscribe for it. They are silent or de-

fenders of tho men who "devour widows"

houses and for a pretense make long

prayers," and any truth to expose the
methods of oppression Js carefully exclu-

ded from their columns. If they are bo

Ignorant they cannot eeo the signs of the

tit..;., they are unfit to be teachers; they
muBt he taught and they ought to be open

to the troth anJ conviction. If they do

know the situation and will not expose or

rebuke the measures of the extortion

practiced In open day, to condono auch

Crimea la to be guilty of them; If they
T? " m l observing teen mu;it, aad

i
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4 '' V count of tho "reneetnlmtv" tJ t,
) pressors shut their eyes, they put them-helve- s

in the class of men to whom
Christ said, when here, "Ye hypocrites,
yo can discern tho face of tho sky but not
tho signs of the times."

We hear much said almut an Independ-
ent judiciary, Nearly all tho states havo
enacted laws to prevent tho bribery of
their olllcers by railroad corporations, car-

rying them on half or no faro. There is
juntas much need of an Independent
clergy and church press as of any other
class of public men. These corporations,
insurance companies and banks aro mak-
ing a specialty of ou attempt to inlluonco
and bribe tho clergy and church press, as
they havo every class of public men. If
w hat we doe, or rather do not see, Is to
be accounted for by the usual reckoning
on human nature, they aro in a great
measure succeeding. Tho mont brazen
shameless advocates they have had for
ten years aro among a class of clergy who

! tsmgpsaims an mo duck, aoors or usurers
for pay. Now wo observe tho usurers
wage slave holder press commence to
tack on tho "right reverend" beforo the
D. I). and LL. 1). Until recently only a
small per cent were "right reverend" that
is, wo suppose, a little more so than any
body else; that is to say, the church of the
millionaires, John Uull's church amity in
this country. Now, tho secular press
that reports tho purchase of American
trusts, breweries, mills and industries by
English capital, with a smirk of Hatisfac-tio-

tacks tho right reverend and a long
string of I)s. and Ls. at the other end of

the names of the Methodist bishops,

There is another matter that has caused
mo to think much along this line, that is,

with what unanimity the church presB

and clergy jump on tho saloon and liquor
traillc with both feet and with what syco-

phantic whining, Bickining platitudes
and glittering generalities, they bow and
scrape before tho twin sister of the saloon
and elder brother of the traffic, the usur-

er and extortioner. Is it because the
traffic Is not so "respectable"? If we read
right, Christ never but once in his sorrow-

ful, painful life of love and poverty was
so outraged In His feelings and such In-

dignation kindled in His breast, against
any class ofycotindrtU on earth as to re-

sort to actual force, only when He took a
"ecourge of fimalljcords", overthrow the
tables of the moncyjehangera and drove
them out of the temple, saying they had
made His "Father's houso a dea of
thieves."

Brethrcnhow many of you have paid
up policies on youT lives? How many of
you have Jr.aU Sue or free ;.rj on fie

railroads? How many of you have sona
In ho employ of tho railroads? How
ma iyofyou havo usurers lu your churches
who dictate to you and your congregation
nearly all your measures? Do not all
speak at once. If the readers of our re
form papers, who take these church and
secular ones, who ignore your afflictions
and give aid and comfort to your oppres-

sors, would write to your editors, ask them
W they havo nothing to say; and If they
have nothing to say for your cause tell
them to send their papers, to,1irul get their
pay from the classes they serve, It) would
have good effect. Tell ihem you will not
assist directly or Indirectly any majuor or-

ganization th?t gives aid of comfort to tho
classes taking from you and your class
your very livings. And Btop their papers;
the church papers aro the most expensive.
In this great contest against organized
greed and legal robbery they hang around
tho opposition and give itald and comfort.
Then go to work with a hearty good will
to circulate ond get readers for our reform
press. It Is our only hope of speedy relief;
in it we havo a d hope. Get

clubs, .send your old papers to your
friends; tho seed will grow, It has grown,
it is growing, thank (Hod.

Sow the seed as you do the Bcod for tho
harvest and it will come. Tho tyrants aro
helping you; they are plowing tho ground
for you with the plow of bankruptcy and

poverty. They water the eeed yon bow

with moatgage, tax and sheriff sale. Tell

tho fat, sleek, well-fe- d editors whoso eyes
Btlck out with fatness to send their papers

to the men who feed them. Let them try
It ono year, they wllf soon both grow

tired. Why should you feed such men

voluntarily? You feed them enough,

through compulsion. And the samo o(

the old party press. It has anil does now,

insult you and your caune boycotts, you

and your preBS, slander tho men who

plead your cause, Let it get Its living at
tho Bhambles where It sells Itself, If you

ever succeed In regaining your lndepend

ence you will do It In spita of that class of

press. They expunge the truth to nil

the! r pages with lies and soph istrlcs. Let

them go to their masters, crib to feed.

You must be wise aa serpents and harm-

less as doves to regain your liberties.

This would be the most effective and yet

harmless modo of warfare. If It wero

practised soon their Ik md sophistries

would die on their Hps. Th usurer is to-

day the curse of Christendom, aa he haa

been of every dvllLrattan; Iro has been

the vulture who devoured lta vitals wblla

Jt waa chained nri'h clsrs Ixws to the

rocks of fov city. Ha to 'pion, rcapecta-ro,;v.- a

wfcatatt tin Siwry ci

church, If not of Heaven, to Fcrvo tht
devil hi. Ho la tho man who huu bribe J
tho legislature and tho for twenty

to serve his purposes. Tho Natlonr J
Hankers association Is tho orgaa of tltfa
conspiracy of vandals in thin country,
flee how It attempted, ten yearn a;;o, U
seduce your church press with aclreuhr.
Kvadit;

Dear Sir;- - It In in your power t tin-tai- n

such dally ami prominent trrckly
newspapers, especially tho ngritnlt'irid
and ntiijioun press, as will oppwo the, Is-

suing of greenback paper money, :d tlmt
you also wlthholdyour;rwMor(ti,ifi
from all applicants who are not willing t ,i

opposo the govemmcut Issua of mouy.
Let the government huo tho coin, u ,;J
the banks Issuo tho paper money t;t 1L

country, for then trt ran Mtr prvtscU jc!,
other. To repeal the law creating natlor...!
banks or to restore to circulation tho gov-

ernment issue of money will bo to pro-

vide tho peoplo with money, arid will
therefore seriously effect your Individual
profits as bankers and lenders. Hoe your
member of congress at onco and enga;?;
him toBupport our Interest that w o may
control legislation.

"Signed by the Becretarlcfl."
Theso scoundrels havo been sowing

tares whllo you, tho huabandmcn, were
asleep. Tho harvest has come, and It U

poverty foryou, millions for tho civilized,
plous(V) vandaln. And tho "watchmen on
tho walls" of your
sounder glvo an
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courts
years

Ziou either give no
uncertain one; In a

word, the watchman watches for th?
usurers, let them payv'ilm.

0. I). j0NtM.,

Atchison Patriot; Cohvrrwfmtta k K
Peters, In announcing his determination
not to bo a candidate again for congreuM,
gives as Ida ttmnon, "I can't afford li" I

other wwtls the $ ."5,000 a year rccclvodJty
him la not a Bufiliclent amount to pny.his
living as a congreflBman. Tho wilaryci
Mr. Peters aggregates the product of &
dozen Kansas farms and yet ho ckok:."!
live on It, And he is right Iu ono tocm
of the word. A false tyoteia ct Uvte J
In vogue in Washineton. WealtSi

aristocracy have captured tho ca

Urn,

t tiit
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ana iobi reprcaeniau v wnor.e , , j

string la the longest etaws to tho (wr.L V'

The poor man must IcaliaU him la lis e:i.- - lh

travagatt manner of living must recolva I

and entertain, must wine and dino, rr.i.v ',
be arrayed In Durole aad Uno' Kara, fir
dropout of night and lato inal7aLn.cwictv
It Is a remarkable staio of .tUr;a Cr.rSn ', ,
Kanm congrvsoaini canr.ct Jhe ca .',C
WasMc jrton what dozen KanMiuK '' ''

and their wlvaa m cIiIMwn f.ii,Krv'.v5.,"i;:.


